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Dear Colleague 
 
GENERAL DENTAL SERVICES 
 
1. AMENDMENT NO 123 TO THE STATEMENT OF 
DENTAL REMUNERATION: 

 TOOTH SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
 REIMBURSEMENT OF PRACTICE RENTAL 

COSTS 
2. REVISED GP17 FORM 
3. FREE REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS OF 
RESTORATIONS: CLARIFICATION 
 
Summary 
 
1. This letter advises NHS Boards and Practitioner 
Services of the: 
 

 publication of an amendment to the Statement of 
Dental Remuneration (SDR), Amendment No 123, 
which comes into effect on 1 July 2013.  
Amendment No 123: 

o identifies those items of treatment in 
Determination I (scale of fees) which are 
tooth specific, and will require tooth notation 
on claims submitted for these items;  

o addition of a new item of treatment for both 
registered and occasional patients where the 
treatment is for the extraction of a deciduous 
tooth; and  

o amends Determination XV (reimbursement of 
practice rental costs) to provide for rent 
reimbursement payments to recommence 
where a practice submits a completed 
GP234 after the 28 February in any given 
year; and 

 introduction of a revised GP17 form to provide for 
the recording of tooth specific information for all 
courses of treatment commenced on or after 1 July 
2013 or for treatment plans submitted for prior 
approval from that date; 

6 June 2013 
___________________________ 
 
Addresses 
 
For action 
Chief Executives,  
NHS Boards 
 
Director,  
Practitioner Services 
 
For information 
Chief Executive,  
NHS Education for Scotland 
Dental Lead Officers 
Dental Practice Advisors 
Dental Clinical Directors 
 
Chief Executive, 
NHS National Services Scotland 
 
___________________________ 
 
Enquiries to: 
 
Lynne Morrison 
Chief Dental Officer and Dentistry 
Division 
1st Floor Rear 
St Andrew’s House 
EDINBURGH 
EH1 3DG 
 
Tel:  0131-244 2466 
Fax: 0131-244 2326 
Lynne.Morrison@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
___________________________ 

 
 
 



 

 

2. The letter also provides clarification on the advice provided in the 
Memorandum to NHS: PCA(D)(2012)4 regarding free repairs and replacements of 
certain restorations. 
 
Background 
 
Tooth Specific Information and Revised GP17 
 
3. NHS: PCA(D)(2012)6, issued on 17 December 2012, advised of the 
introduction of the recording, capturing and processing of tooth specific payment 
data from 1 April 2013.  It also advised that the introduction of tooth specific payment 
data would require the redesign of the GP17 (dental payment claim form) and some 
minor alterations to items within the SDR. 
 
4. The introduction of tooth specific payment data has been delayed and will 
now be introduced with effect from 1 July 2013. 
 
Free Repairs and Replacements of Restorations: Clarification 
 
5. Paragraph 7 of the Memorandum to NHS: PCA(D)(2012)4, issued on 23 
November 2012, advised dentists that payment for free repairs or replacements of 
certain restorations within 12 months of the original restoration being provided would 
cease, with the exception of cases of trauma and denture repairs and replacements, 
from 1 December 2012.   
 
6. The Memorandum to this letter reminds dentists that while such repairs and 
replacements no longer attract a fee they are still required to provide these free of 
charge to patients.  Dentists cannot charge a patient for repairing or replacing any of 
the restorations in paragraph 20 of the Memorandum to this letter where they fail 
within 12 months of the original restoration being provided, with the exception of 
trauma as defined in the SDR. 
 
Action 
 
7. NHS Boards and Practitioner Services are asked to note: 
 

7.1 the amendments to the SDR, details of which are included in the 
Memorandum to this letter; 
 
7.2 that Amendment No 123 to the SDR is not being published in hard 
copy; 
 
7.3 that a revised GP17, to provide for tooth specific information, will be 
introduced with effect from 1 July 2013.   

 
8. NHS Boards are asked to: 
 

8.1 note that contractors have been advised that they can view or 
download Amendment No 123 to the SDR at http://www.scottishdental.org/.  A 
pdf version of Amendment No 123 has been provided to each NHS Board.  If 



 

 

an individual contractor cannot access this electronic version of Amendment 
No 123 a hard copy should be provided by the NHS Board on request. 

 
8.2 note that initial supplies of the revised GP17 will be issued to NHS 
Boards for onward distribution to contractors by no later than 24 June 2013; 
 
8.3 ensure that all NHS Board stores, including any that are shared 
between NHS Boards, are advised: 
 

 of the introduction of the revised GP17 with effect from 1 July 2013 
(which can be identified by the revision 06/13); 

 that the revised GP17 can only be used for courses of treatment 
started on or after 1 July 2013 and so stores should ensure that they 
have sufficient stock of the current GP17 (10/08) for use in the 
meantime; 

 that initial supplies of the revised GP17 will be sent to NHS Board 
stores, without request, by 10 June 2013 at the latest; 

 that an initial supply of the GP17 should be sent to each dentist on an 
NHS Board’s dental list (at least 100 each) by no later than 24 June 
2013; 

 that the GP17 will be further revised in October this year and/or in 
March 2014 as a result of the introduction of Universal Credit in 
Scotland and it would be helpful if stores did not over order stocks of 
the revised form, to avoid the need to destroy large numbers when they 
are replaced; 

 that forms GP17(O) and GP17PR are not being revised with effect 
from 1 July 2013. 

 
8.4 urgently copy and issue the Memorandum to this letter to all dentists 
and dental bodies corporate on their dental lists.  The Memorandum should 
be sent in hard copy and not electronically. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
MARGIE TAYLOR 
Chief Dental Officer 



 

 

MEMORANDUM TO NHS: 
PCA(D)(2013)1 

 
DENTISTS/DENTAL BODIES CORPORATE 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE 
GENERAL DENTAL SERVICES 
 
1. AMENDMENT NO 123 TO THE STATEMENT OF DENTAL 
REMUNERATION: 

 TOOTH SPECIFIC INFORMATION 
 REIMBURSEMENT OF PRACTICE RENTAL COSTS 

2. REVISED GP17 FORM 
3. FREE REPAIRS AND REPLACEMENTS OF RESTORATIONS: 
CLARIFICATION 
 
1. This Memorandum advises of the: 
 

 publication of an amendment to the Statement of Dental Remuneration 
(SDR), Amendment No 123, which comes into effect on 1 July 2013.  
Amendment No 123: 

o identifies those items of treatment in Determination I (scale of fees) 
which are tooth specific, and will require tooth notation on claims 
submitted for these items;  

o addition of a new item of treatment for both registered and occasional 
patients where the treatment is for the extraction of a deciduous tooth; 
and  

o amends Determination XV (reimbursement of practice rental costs) to 
provide for rent reimbursement payments to recommence where a 
practice submits a completed GP234 after the 28 February in any given 
year; and 

 introduction of a revised GP17 form to provide for the recording of tooth 
specific information for all courses of treatment commenced on or after 1 July 
2013 or for treatment plans submitted for prior approval from that date; 
 

2. The Memorandum also provides clarification on the advice provided in the 
Memorandum to NHS: PCA(D)(2012)4 regarding free repairs and replacements of 
certain restorations. 
 
Tooth Specific Information 
 
3. The Memorandum to NHS: PCA(D)(2012)6, issued on 17 December 2012, 
advised of the introduction of the recording, capturing and processing of tooth 
specific payment data from 1 April 2013.  It also advised that the introduction of tooth 
specific payment data would require the redesign of the GP17 (dental payment claim 
form) and some minor alterations to items within the SDR. 
 
4. The introduction of tooth specific payment data has been delayed and will 
now be introduced with effect from 1 July 2013. 



 

 

Amendment No 123 to the Statement of Dental Remuneration  
 
5. Amendment No 123 to the SDR is not being published in hard copy but will be 
available to view or download at http://scottishdental.org/.  NHS Boards have also 
been sent an electronic copy of the SDR.  If you do not have internet access or other 
means of accessing the full SDR electronically you should contact your NHS Board.   
 
6. The main amendments to the SDR are explained below. 
 
Determination I (Scale of fees) 
 
7. The introduction of the recording, capturing and processing of tooth specific 
payment data will require amendments to Determination I of the SDR to identify 
those items of treatment which will require the recording of tooth specific information 
to be included in any payment claim. 
 
Section I (Interpretation) 
 
8. A new sub-paragraph 1(6) is being added to explain that where an item, or 
sub-item, of treatment code is designated by [TS] it is a Tooth Specific item of 
treatment.  For claims for  these items of treatment, tooth notation must be provided. 
 
Sections III to X and XII to XIII 
 
9. A list of those items of treatment where the tooth notation must be provided is 
included in the guidance on the new GP17 produced by Practitioner Services, which 
can be viewed at http://www.psd.scot.nhs.uk/professionals/dental/index.html.  A copy 
of the list is attached at Annex A to this Memorandum. 
 
10. Separate items, and codes, will be required for extractions of permanent and 
deciduous teeth.  Item 21 (extraction of teeth) has therefore been amended to item 
21(1) (extractions of permanent teeth), which includes retained deciduous teeth with 
no permanent successor whose extraction poses no special difficulty, and a new 
item 21(2) (extractions of deciduous teeth for minors) has been added.  
 
Determination XV (Reimbursement of practice rental expenses) 
 
11. Paragraphs 26 and 27 of the Memorandum to NHS: PCA(D)(2012)4, issued 
on 23 November 2012, advised that from the final quarter of 2012/13 (i.e. January, 
February and March payment made in April 2013) reimbursement of practice rental 
costs would be abated based on the actual percentage of the practice’s NHS to total 
earnings.  A new form GP234 (annual declaration of NHS to total earnings) was 
attached to the Annex to the Memorandum.  This declaration required to be 
submitted to Practitioner Services by 28 February 2013 in order to receive the final 
rent reimbursement payment for 2012/13.  Determination XV has been amended to 
allow for submission of an annual declaration by those practices that missed the 28 
February 2013 deadline. 
 
12. Any practices that did not submit their GP234s by 28 February 2013, and 
therefore did not receive the final quarter rent reimbursement for 2012/13 and will not 



 

 

receive the first quarter’s payment in 2013/14,  should complete and send a 
completed GP234 to Practitioner Services if they wish  to commence future rent 
reimbursement payments.  Completed GP234s would require to be submitted by:  
 

 30 August 2013, in order to receive payment for the quarter ending 
September 2013 (paid October) and the  quarter ending December 2013 (paid 
January 2014); or 

 
 30 November 2013 in order to receive payment for the quarter ending 

December 2013 (paid January 2014). 
 
13. Practitioner Services will not be responsible for paying rent reimbursement for 
any period before a completed declaration (form GP234) is received and backdated 
payments will not be made. 
 
14.  All practices that wish to receive rent reimbursement for the quarter ending 
March 2014 (paid April) to the quarter ending December 2014 (paid January 2015) 
will require to submit  a further completed GP234 to  Practitioner Services by 28 
February 2014.  If this is not received by this deadline the final quarter’s rent 
reimbursement for 2013/14 will not be paid.  Rent reimbursement payments for 
2014/15 will not commence until a completed GP234 is received by Practitioner 
Services. 
 
15. Dentists should consider sending their completed GP234 to Practitioner 
Services by registered post to ensure a record of delivery. 
 
Revised GP17 
 
16. The GP17 has been revised to provide for the recording of tooth specific 
payment data.  Missing teeth must be charted on the GP17 for all prior approval 
treatment plans and would be beneficial to be provided on all payment claims.  The 
main changes to the GP17 are explained in Annex B to this Memorandum.   
 
17. NHS Boards have been asked to send an initial supply of the revised GP17, 
which can be identified by the revision 06/13, to dentists by no later than 24 June 
2013.  Further supplies should be ordered from your NHS Board in the normal way.  
Please note that the GP17 will need to be further revised in October this year and/or 
in March 2014 as a result of the introduction of Universal Credit in Scotland and it 
would be helpful if dentists did not over order stocks of the form, to avoid the need to 
destroy large numbers of forms.  
 
18. The revised version of the GP17 should only be used for courses of treatment 
started on or after 1 July 2013 or for treatment plans submitted for prior approval 
from that date.  If the revised version of the GP17 is used for any courses of 
treatment started before 1 July 2013, or for treatment plans submitted for prior 
approval before this date, the forms will be rejected. 
 
19. The current version of the GP17 (10/08) should continue to be used for any 
courses of treatment started before 1 July 2013, or for treatment plans submitted for 
prior approval before this date, even if they are completed after 1 July 2013.  If the 



 

 

current version of the GP17 is used for any courses of treatment started on or after 1 
July 2013, or for treatment plans submitted for prior approval from this date, the 
forms will be rejected. 
 
Free Repairs and Replacements of Restorations: Clarification 
 
20. Paragraph 7 of the Memorandum to NHS: PCA(D)(2012)4 advised that 
payment for free repairs or replacements of certain restorations within 12 months of 
the original restoration being provided would cease, with the exception of cases of 
trauma and denture repairs and replacements, from 1 December 2012.  The 
restorations which no longer attract a fee, with the exception of cases of trauma as 
defined in the SDR, are: 
 

 Item 14(a) to (d) and (f) to (j) (permanent fillings); 
 

 Item 15(a) and (d) (endodontic treatment); 
 

 Item 17(a) to (k) (inlays and crowns); 
 

 Item 18(a) to (h) (bridges); 
 

 Item 44(a), (b) and (e) (treatment special to minors); 
 

 Item 51(d) and (e) (inlays, crowns and bridges); 
 

 Item 58(b) to (f) (conservative treatment); and  
 

 Item 60(a) (treatment special to minors). 
 
21. While such repairs and replacements no longer attract a fee dentists are still 
required to provide these free of charge to patients.  Dentists cannot charge a patient 
for repairing or replacing any of the restorations in paragraph 20 above when they 
fail within 12 months of the original restoration being provided, with the exception of 
trauma as defined in the SDR. 
 
Enquiries 
 
22. Any enquiries arising from this Memorandum should be taken up with your 
NHS Board. 
 
 
Scottish Government Health and Social Care Integration 
6 June 2013 









 

 

Annex B 
 

REVISED GP17 DENTAL PAYMENT CLAIM FORM 
 
The main changes which have been made to the revised GP17 are: 
 

 New area to make a claim where the item of treatment is tooth specific, coding teeth 
on which the treatment is provided using the FDI World Dental Federation notation. 

 
 Check box to void the inclusion in a claim of a tooth specific treatment item where an 

error has been made so that inappropriate payments are not made.  
 

 A charting area to record the present/missing permanent or deciduous teeth, 
mandatory for prior approval, but beneficial to be completed on all claims. 

 
 Revised dentist declaration on completion moved to the front of the GP17 and 

inclusion of check boxes to identify where the patient has refused treatment or where 
the patient has failed to return to complete treatment. 

 
 New section to record BPE/CPITN scoring, mandatory for prior approval, but 

beneficial to be completed on all claims. 
 
 New section to record some of the most commonly claimed non tooth specific items 

without entering the item code. 
 

 The existing other treatment section can now accommodate non tooth specific items, 
tooth specific items and discretionary items (discretionary items are to be recorded as 
non tooth specific).  All free replacement items must be recorded in this area. 

 
 New box and description in Part 4c.  The “box not to be used” is on the form for a 

future exemption/remission change and should not be completed at present. 
 

 Updates to the patient declaration to make the role of the Scottish Dental Reference 
Service clearer and to conform with latest Information Commissioner guidance on 
privacy notices. 

 




